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Q&A: Frank Pellegrino Jr. On Bringing Rao's to LA
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Having grown up working in h|s faml
restaurant, the storred R |n ast rIem JOIN OUR NEWSLETTER
en SIHCE 1890, rhan |no Jr

nOWS a In Or a Ou Y our Email SUBMIT
hos |taef|t Whether |tsfor he 10-table
ori |naI ard to be the hardest reservation to
E a/ ywhere |n the country or the 400-seat AND FOLLOW US ON

as outpost at Caesars Palace ou ll . .

A OI0PSaN00 ltalian p anaohe an amazing 3 f YV Wl o
Jukebox, fantastic meatb a s and one very
ood emon ohro en. And sure afew mob

or]res erE ere Pellegrin ong with
s ather, Fr cousin o fracl,

wr open the |rst est oast location today

lywood, which he says IS more
remrnrsognt of the or ‘han thl\e ong |n
ometrmes I |nk m in

o8 arr?rnute a couple minutes a/lverolr
thrnA egas, 'ahe Sdds."And then reaﬁrze I'm

Pellegrino Warks us through the new Rao's,

whicl¥ opens for dinner_tonight, and tells us

what's In store for LA Even what it takes fo

8e%areservat| n, which is already almost as
icult as the New York original.

Zagat: Where are you right now?
Fragnk Pell egvlno Jy %ltlrgrgn n %/he new .

restaurant. We're h/ ttrn o r foo mg
The responses we ve aﬁq rien nd
family and soft opening ave een
speo acular.

zadat: lrdelo tshoe.'e@’ d kg Hnqereland
%% It Iooks Irly wer oommltted%hls
whole week e recep tron erein L

been above and beyond our expeotatrons
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%auraHr?t\sv long have you worked for the
|rty one years | staréed a agart time
Wt y when I'was 13 in East Harl
ork e my way up the ladder. I'm still the
head busboy.

7aﬁat So how drd Rao’s end up in
lg é ood and why now?

e |eve It or not, someg/ears back We
were o kKing at another project in anot er
part of the country, and we eolne af
or%eot Jus okrng around mysel ather
ana cousin Ron sai wc}/no osome r]gg
n LA? Lo afn ho ear friend kind o
neard that from my ad, and said, thatsa
reat idea. And so we tarted to 100k
roun . And we Jooked for quite some time.

othing reaIIy spoke to us. And then we
hou\% tma% e.lt'wasn'’t in the stars, but then
thrs ondertul little space presented itself to

Zagat: What do you like about the new

EE’ Crhe history of the Iooatron It s where all
he tudios used t:o e, where W e
rot ers got established. It ustfa |oked
orthus tseeme tave or eatron
our place in kEas rlem.
beaten %th but a bit otaa destlnatron nd
at th es me |m |tsan area that’s
entrlgrng |t§ “And the h|story really
orke nd n andw htheplosgogof
ourP oe INn New York. The building |
ars old twas orrgrna the Hollywood
anteen, a to

INQg Out our
tu%%v %lurrn the #gorl%ator otjthe
t history reaI touched us, and

provid e usa rea sense of purpose,
reason tob re. téust oamet ether It
found us When we were looking for it.

Zagat; Rao’s Vegas replicates the original
Ne%v ork grnrnggroomgto a tee. Wha?about

Vtsoo IJoletely remrnrsoent of 0 uNNew
or restau ant N srze soae ook. We still
have our booth s Hu kebox, oherry-wood
Wa IS, white tgb eclot s At trmes even I'm a

little confused as to where | am.

\Z(a %t So it’'s small and intimate like New
FB New York ha a out 65 seats here we

have 100 seats, hose are oyt on
the patio in the baok o the rest urant, It's a
very intimate, warm setting. [t plays all of the

music we have jn New York s annlng
years of Incredible artists, arrangements and
musicans.

la gat: What about the menu?
F s n% to be the same as New York.
We of e I'of the same dishes and style of
d|n|n Irke to think of it as a tasting menu.
o th roOL[r%| aéopetrzers Ipastas main
oour es an esserts Iﬁ %eated SO you
oan go through the whole t |ng a full meal.

nYgges, hete rining of ' ehquy so s
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home.

Zag at ChefNrooIe Grimes, who came from
Kour s restaurant, is heading up the
itchen.Does she have plans for new
|shes somethlng exclysive to LA?
resent the prrme focus IS maklng sure
nohmar with our sjgnature
|s e an menu |temst at we nave in New
s our relationships wrth our,
ven ors ssom we %re oertarn y tgorng to
t dvantage of all the in re ients
alltornla has'to ofter. We'r are dy usin
them in our recipes. The quality o omeo
the ingredients are so vibrant, |t s like we
went out to pick them ourselves.

%at For anyone who's never been to
S, what are the most popular menu

,%% §eafood salad, the ro ted epper
aked clams, ?I’I’[’[O mlsto gstppwrt%
olognese sauce is extraor |na
mafriciana sauce Is to d|e or chops
he lemon chicken for certain.

mea tballs. What S most intere t|n tf) see

Ire response rom t e %uest

delve |n}o the to see the|r

appreolatlon oritis Just ‘wonderfu

Zagat Reservatr nsa already almost as

u ere as in \F
}-9 gres %J uests |n l\?ew York who come
on a wee r montnly basis have been
oing to Rao's - gnd | don t Want to age or
ate anyone - we've had st ﬁn |n9
reservations for 35 years. | know from me
when | have the opportﬁnrty tod t?io
ftome and visit and work there, Tt's li %
8rnt| y r%enreon every time. We can only hope

Zag?at Do you alread have designated

e r regulars”
BP e ave rrends and some new
qfuarntanoes who've made reservations for
re. And quite honestly It would be
orazy or us to think it will be’the same as
New York Ca and make a reservatron We
ajntoontr who will want to oomea
en. It wil deTfrne itselt, and hopefully it will
be as successful

Za at: On e we ohatted wrth your father |n
as an old us tlha e’best wa%
ataber ew York Is os|t at the bar,
eeror%orng in, hope to make friends, and’
aybe you'll be able to make a’
reservatron one day Is that what we have to

|rFr) Hollywood | | t
eo e are always welcome to come in
and hav% a dr|n?< C%r bar here is about the
Size as in New York, maybe even a
I|tt|e it smaller in seating. But'we have some
panquettes that ar art of the bar area, SO
we can accommo %uest who want to
have a drink. But t ere |n|nég at the
bar You can reserve one of thos
nquettes for dining. It’ s a smaII restaurant
and [imited in the capacit tenhanoes the
experience. It's all about the guests.
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at It's interesting to hear you sa¥ that.
hat's not always apparent at'a lot 0
staurants these days. Many seem to be
drrven by a chef's or'owner's'ego, not by
what the’ customer wants.
FP: Irln always stke tical ettbout o) heTrh, ,
€0 esmorvarosso O spea IS IS
gbo? t?Ie Wrthotir_%thgseroeople I
WOou dnt % le to eat e%/ %
anyw eret want to e don't have to
come here. We're very ratef for their
presence.

?at And th%reséauran IS closed on
S rd a and ow hovell

primary reason for It |s that we want
to make sure w are ab e to tak e care of our
guests needs. The other critical factor IS, in
uro |n|on for them to establish that

ns ip wWith urservers mana ement

wor ers. An |t end s (wjeveo the
oamara ene wrth ouréta
one staff. not wondering about whos
covering s ifts. There's no uota you Know
[t also he sourteﬁm We're all in‘the sin
veryone nowsw ats afo pening and what
needs to happe eres tteroom or
miscommuni atron And most impor ant
reevserythrng everyone needs a little bit o

Zagat Any plans for more Rao’s on the

FP: Ittook us 117 years to get to Vegas, and
another seven to et toL amily is ver
cautious and wants to make sure th twe are
providing the rrqht experience a a|n an
gain. We re not looking to e ho
drther. but who knows Whatt %future holds
for us. We're always open. ave to make
sure everything Is |n line and sustalnable
before we move on to another project.

Zagat; We wonder if vv%ll see some of your
New York regulars out ere.

-P: 1’|l tell you what. t happ %ns in Vegas and
New York and even er a You never
KNow w o s orn to ein tha\‘ dining room.

t could iiIman, the plumber, a
head of state And that symbiosis is just
magical.

Rao's LA is Jocated at 1006 S% ward St. |n
Hollywood. Re se ryations can be made by
calling 323-962-7267 .
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